
Luminary Tour 
OCTOBER 20, 2013

This year, the third annual Luminary Tour will
feature clergymen who are buried in the cemetery.
Nearly seventy have been identified, who served
protestant religions and the Jewish faith. No
Catholic priests are buried in Wilmington, with the
exception of Father Thomas Murphy who was interred
under the altar of St. Thomas the Apostle Roman Catholic
Church on Dock Street. The others were buried either in
Belmont, North Carolina or in later years in Newton
Grove. Both towns have large Catholic cemeteries.

Perhaps, the youngest of the group is the Rev. B. Henry
W. Runge, who was 31 years old when he died a mere
thirteen days after he was ordained a Lutheran minister in
1895. There are several Bishops of the Episcopal Church –
Rt. Reverends Alfred Augustine Watson, Hunley Elebash
and Thomas Campbell Darst. The Rev. Robert Brent
Drane, Rector of St. James Episcopal Church, died in the
Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1862. There are Presbyterians

such as Jeremiah Stephen Crowley,
Dr. B. Frank Hall, Dr. Alexander
Doak McClure and Andrew Jackson
Howell. Besides the prominent
Baptist cleric, Dr. John Lamb
Prichard, who also died during the
Yellow Fever Epidemic, others of
that faith include John Alexander
Neilson, John M. Kester and A. Paul
Repiton. The Rev. R. S. Moran of the
Methodist faith has an imposing
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Calendar of Events� �

Continued on page 3

Third Annual Luminary Event – Sunday, October 20, 2013
Tours departs from main gate: 6:30, 6:45 and 7:00 p.m.
Join us for this extremely popular event. This year, the tour highlights
noteworthy clergy, who are buried in the cemetery. Over 600 luminaries
will light the path as we walk a beautiful and impressive route to visit
gravesites and listen to interesting facts of six of about 70 preachers
buried here. Light refreshments will be served. $10.00 for everyone.
Limited tickets will be available at the cemetery office starting October
1, 2013. This tour sells out so get your tickets early!

Horse-Drawn Wagon Rides – Sunday, November 10, 2013
Tours depart gate at 2:30, 3:00, 3:30, 4:00 and 4:30 p.m.

Two black Percheron horses,
Nip and Tuck, will pull a wagon
for a pleasant autumn ride
around the cemetery. A guide
will ride on the wagon, giving a
commentary on the history of
the cemetery. Adults, $10;
children, 12 and younger, $8;
Friends of Oakdale, adults, $8;
children 12 and younger, $6.

Veteran’s Day – 
Monday, November 11, 2013
Flags will be placed on graves of Veterans,
located throughout Oakdale. Enjoy a drive
through the cemetery the weekend prior to
Veteran’s Day and remember those who have
served and those who have sacrificed their

lives for our freedom. Donations will be accepted in the cemetery 
office to help allay expenses for the many flags
purchased for the commemoration.

Deadline for Ordering 
Christmas Greenery – 
Friday, November 29, 2013
Once again, the Friends of Oakdale are
selling wreaths and trees to be placed 
on the graves of loved ones during the
holiday season. Look for order form on
page 2 of this newsletter for details. (Or
watch for a reminder post card in the mail).

ALL TOURS ARE CANCELLED IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER.

Dr. Alexander Doak McClure

Photo Courtesy of Mark Stanley
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NEW & RENEWING MEMBERS
(Recorded between January 1, 2013 and June 30, 2013)

If you joined or renewed your membership during this time and we failed to list your name, please phone the office and 

we will correct the listing in the next issue of 

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Adams
Mr. Durwood Baggett
Ms. Eugenie W. Carr 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank S. Conlon
Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Evans
Mrs. Jane Grant
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Hales
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Howard 
Mr. Thomas Lockhart
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Mayo 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert D. McArtor
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Murchison
Ms. Rebecca R. Newber

Ms. Juanita D. Rehder
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Riesz, Jr
Mr. and Mrs Russell Scuteri
Mr. Douglas Stallings 
Mr. James B. Steele
Dr. and Mrs. Curt Stiles 
Mr. Francis H. Symmes
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Taylor
Ms. Janet Warren 
Mr. and Mrs. Chester Watts
Drs. Andrew/Heather

Westgate/Koopman

FAMILY
$40–$99

Mr. Steven T. Antrobus
Ms. Judy O. Barnette
Mrs. Priscilla K. Bergamini
Mr. and Mrs. Pete Bieber
Mr. and Mrs. John  Brunjes
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Burney, Jr.
Ms. Wanda Canada 
Ms. Helen Chiverton
Mr. Robert F. Coleman, III
Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Corbett, Jr
Mr. James M. Corcoran 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Davis
Mr. George J. Dillard
Mr. Urchie B. Ellis
Dr. Ellen Feld
Ms. Elizabeth Feld
Miss Pauline Formyduval
Mr. Jere Freeman, III
Mr. and Mrs. Jere D. Freeman, Jr
Mr. and Mrs. Deanes Gornto
Mrs. James P. Halligan, II
Mrs. Virginia Holland
Mr. E. Wilson Horton
Mr. Roland Jones 
Mrs. Barbara S. Kelley
Ms. Carole Kern
Mr. and Mrs. William M. King
Mr. and Mrs. David T. Lockey 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Lohman

Mr. Hugh MacRae II
Mr. Michael E. Mauney
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. May, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. George H. McEachern
Mr. H. Stetser Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Newton, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. David Nimocks
Dr. James F. Parnell, Ph.D.
Mrs. Walter L. Parsley 
Mrs. Edith D. Paulmann 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Penton, Jr.
Mrs. Margaret M. Perdew
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Powers
Ms. Julia L. Rehder
Dr. Frank Reynolds
Mr. Zachary Rhinelander
Mr. and Mrs. Jessie Robertson
Mr. Steven Robertson
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Rothing 
Ms. Patricia K. Schultz
Ms. Nancy Seamans
Mr. E.A. Shands
Ms. Celia Snow
Graphic Spectrum
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Sprunt, Jr.
Mrs. Katherine G. Stern
Mrs. Ruby J. Stoudenmire
Mrs. Mary Lou Stricker
Ms. Caroline N. Swails

DONOR
$100–$249

Ms. Grace Avery
Ms. Peggy Baggett
Mrs. Jessie D. Boney
Mr. Randall Broadfoot
Mrs. Katharine Harriss Byers
Ms. Meg Davenport
Mr. John H. Debnam
Mr. and Mrs. William S. DeRosset
Ms. Marcy Dineen
Ms. Margi Erickson
Ms. Kathryn Evans
Mr. Edward Gibson
Ms. Carlene K. Hendrix
Mrs. Carroll Herring
Mr. Larry  Hiatt
Mr. William David Holmes
Mrs. Lois Johnson
Ltc. Richard B. Jones
Ms. Linda Lashley

Ms.  Tiffany Hartsfield LeDoux
Mr. Devereux Lippitt
Mr. and Mrs. George Mahler
Ms. Jessica Marks
Ms. Susan D. Melton
Ms. Peggy Otterbourg
Ms. Charlotte Jones Parker
Mrs. Wanda Porter
Mr. David Rice
Mrs. Jane M. Rippy
Ms. Diane Smith
Mrs. Judith McFadyen Smith
Mrs. Mary Willard Swain
Mrs. Betty L. Sylivant
Mrs. Anne Terry
Ms.  Ann Tinder 
Mr. Michael Trogdon
Ms. Susan M. Trulove
Mrs. Frances D. Woodbury

INDIVIDUAL
$30

.

Mr. and Mrs. H. M. Biddle
Mrs. Bettye D. Horne
Mr. and Mrs. S. Alexander B. Koonce
Mr. and Mrs. James S. Mahan, III
Mrs. Emily Sloan

Ms. Catherine A. Solomon
Mrs. Gretter Talbert
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Wilcox, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. R. Bertram Williams, III
Mrs. Ann Wyckoff

PATRON
$250–$499

Cape Fear Paving Ms. Darleen Merritt

SPONSOR
$500–$999

DONOR CON’T
$100–$249

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Wallace
Mr. and Mrs. Harold W. Wells, III
Mrs. Louise H. Wilson 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Wolfe 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry G. Woodell
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Woodruff
Ms. Julia S. Worth
Mr. and Mrs. John Laurens Wright, Jr.

Holiday Wreaths and Christmas Trees Available
ORDERS MUST BE PLACED BY NOVEMBER 29TH, 2013.

The Friends of Oakdale Cemetery offer Christmas wreaths and small trees. This year the fresh live wreaths will
be identical to last year’s – 25" across with a waterproof red bow. Additionally, we are offering again this year,
fresh small Christmas trees – approximately 25" in height, with a red small bow tied at the top. The wreaths
and trees will be placed on the gravesite of your loved ones beginning the week of December 12th.

ORDERS MUST BE PLACED BY 
NOVEMBER 29, 2013.

Make checks payable to:

Friends of Oakdale Cemetery
520 N 15th Street

Wilmington, NC 28401
If you need assistance with your order, please call the cemetery office at 910-762-5682.

PLEASE MARK 
THE ITEM OR ITEMS 

YOU WISH TO ORDER.

____ Wreath, 25" across 
$30.00 each.

($2.00 off each for members)

____ Christmas Tree, 
25" tall, $20.00 each.

($1.00 off each for members)

Provide the name of the person BURIED on the lot and check the appropriate selections.

NAME: _____________________________________________________ WREATH____ TREE____

NAME: _____________________________________________________ WREATH____ TREE____

Record YOUR contact information should we need clarification on your order.

NAME ____________________________________________________ PHONE__________________

ADDRESS _______________________________________________CITY____________________________

STATE __________ ZIP CODE ______________  EMAIL ____________________________________
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Luminary Tour
mausoleum on the main street. Two of pastors married the
Dreher sisters – the Rev. Neilson and the Rev. George
Carter Ackerly, a Lutheran pastor – and are buried on the
Jeremiah Dreher lot. 

Four Rabbis are interred in Oakdale’s Hebrew Cemetery –
Samuel Mendelsohn, Karl Rosenthal, Mordecai Thurman
and Albert A. Gordon. Another, Howard L. Fineberg is
buried across the bridge in the cemetery’s annex. All were
Rabbis at the Temple of Israel, located at Fourth and
Market streets.

Of course, time and distance will prohibit us from visiting
all of their graves. We will line the paths with over 600
luminaries to light the way to graves of six of the
ministers.  The choice of gravesites was dictated by
location, so as to provide an easy and logical route. A
guide will be stationed at each grave to tell about the life
and career of each cleric. Join us for this tribute to our
distinguished men of the cloth. E

Friend’s Projects
Several projects
have been
completed by the
Friends of Oakdale
during 2013. The
fencing on the
bridge to the Annex
and Memorial Park
was replaced and
new safety bumpers were added.
The roadway over the bridge was
resurfaced. Pruning and needed

removal of
some trees continued over the
spring and summer. Finials and
iron fencing pipe rails have
been ordered so as to restore
some of the iron fencing
throughout the cemetery. E

by Eric Kozen
Not only are there distinguished
people buried in Oakdale
Cemetery, but the cemetery is also
known for a famous shrub. It was
first noted in a newspaper article
in the Wilmington Messenger on
March 30, 1893. Oakdale
Superintendent, Timothy Donlan,
described the plant as 23 feet in
height and 100 feet around. He
said that “it was a sight worth
seeing and that a great many
people have expressed a desire to
see this plant in bloom.” 

Newspapers in subsequent years continued to document
the plant. In April 1901, Mr. Donlan reported to the
Messenger that “the magnificent fortuna globula is now in
full bloom. The plant is 25 feet in height and 130 feet in
circumference.”  In April 1904, “Donlan calls our attention
to the fact that the Forthane Globular plant of the
mountain laurel family is in full bloom. The plant is 190
feet in circumference and 35 feet high.” This particular
description showed that the plant had grown with vigor
and the spelling of its name had changed.  The Wilmington
Dispatch of March 1905 reported: “It is said to be the
largest bush of its class in the country and when it blooms
ever year, it is viewed by hundreds of people.” The
newspaper also weighed in with another spelling of the
plant’s name – Forthane Ghlober. After researching the
Latin names provided in the newspapers, there is no
horticultural match. Discussions with landscape historians
were not able to identify such a species. Its true identity is

A Sight Worth Seeing
a Photinia Fraseri. It could be
mistaken for the mountain laurel
family purely because of the
similarity of its growth and woody
branches. The Cape Fear Museum
image archive has a picture of a
plant, dated circa 1900, that seems
to fit the description of the plant.
It has an identification of
“hydrangea” written on the photo.
It is more than likely the plant
described above because it is hard
to believe that a hydrangea could
grow so large. The photo was
taken in a location of the cemetery

that was in
the original
road plans,
dating back
to 1855-1860. 

Today, this
plant still
thrives and is
seen by
many
visitors.
Located just
below the
Confederate Mound to the North, it proudly stands on its
own little island of turf. While it is not in its glory of 130
plus feet in circumference and nearly 35 feet in height, it
is still a marvelous plant, which can be seen in full bloom
towards the end of March and early April depending on
spring temperatures. E

Photo Courtesy of Cape Fear Museum of History and Science, ca.1900
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BE a Friend of Oakdale Cemetery!

Membership is for one year.  E Many volunteer opportunities!

TITLE FIRST NAME(S) LAST NAME

STREET ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP

PHONE EMAIL

Founder $2,500 & up

Benefactor $1,000-$2,499

Sponsor $500-$999

Patron $250-$499

Donor $100-$249

Family $40-$99

Individual $30

Student $15

Please check one:

Please mail your tax-deductible contribution to:

Friends of Oakdale Cemetery, Inc.
520 North Fifteenth Street E Wilmington, NC 28401

Questions? Call us at 910-762-5682

________/__________________________/___________________________

____________________________/__________________/______/_________

_________________________/ ____________________________________

Please contact me about volunteering!

To all the Friends of Oakdale, when receiving this periodic publication, this is not a reminder of your membership status. The Membership Committee sends
out a specific letter. These letters are mailed to you annually when the time arrives according to the month you had renewed last or joined.

A  R E M I N D E R


