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BE a Friend of Oakdale Cemetery!

Membership is for one year.  E Many volunteer opportunities!

TITLE FIRST NAME(S) LAST NAME

STREET ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP

PHONE EMAIL

Founder $2,500 & up

Benefactor $1,000-$2,499

Sponsor $500-$999

Patron $250-$499

Donor $100-$249

Family $40-$99

Individual $30

Student $15

Please check one:

Membership is for one year.

Please mail your tax-deductible contribution to:

Friends of Oakdale Cemetery, Inc.
520 North Fifteenth Street  E Wilmington, NC 28401

Questions? Call us at 910-762-5682

________/__________________________/__________________________

___________________________/__________________/______/_________

________________________/_____________________________________

Please contact me about volunteering!

Friends of Oakdale Cemetery is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, founded to support the Cemetery. The mission of the Friends is to assist the Oakdale
Cemetery Company in preserving and promoting the historical character of Oakdale. The Friends, achieve the mission by raising funds and seeking 
contributed services; by preparing educational and research materials emphasizing the historical, architectural and cultural importance of Oakdale Cemetery;
and by providing tour guide services so that the cemetery is available for educational use by the public.

Mr. Ed Lewis along with NIP and TUCK will be at
Oakdale for an afternoon of horse drawn wagon rides. 
For the past three years Mr. Lewis, owner of Bay Blossom

Farm in Montague, N.C., has brought his 2 black Percheron horses 
and 16 passenger red wagon to Oakdale. On this afternoon visitors
can view and hear the history with interesting commentaries about
the cemetery.

NIP and TUCK, the strong and proud horses are of the Percheron
breed. They are 10 year old geldings, stand about 17 1/2 hands
high, and weigh in at a combined weight of over 4,000 pounds.
These noble horses owe their ancestry to the breeding between the
Forest horses native to northern Europe and the Arabians brought
to Europe by the Moors. These two brothers were purchased by
Mr. Lewis in 2000 to do work on his farm such as breaking land,
mow and bale hay, and of course pull wagons.

Mr. Lewis and his wife, Patricia, settled on their beautiful Bay
Blossom Farm in 1998. He taught and coached in New Hanover
schools for ten years then worked in railroad construction/
maintenance for 25 years. He was the first baseball coach at Laney
High School in 1976. Some may remember that this was also the
same time that a young student by the name of Michael Jordan
played baseball at Laney. Mr. Lewis also coached Legion baseball
in Brunswick County. Today Ed and Pat enjoy their country 
life on the farm with family and especially grandchildren. 

Oakdale Cemetery
Sunday, October 18, 3:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.

Newspaper people who’ve met their final deadlines rest under
moss-draped boughs at historic Oakdale Cemetery. The journalists
and publishers range from the famous to the infamous to the
familiar. On Sunday, October 18, a few of Wilmington’s surviving
writers will tell the stories of their colorful predecessors as visitors
sip wine, learn a bit, and maybe even laugh!

The journalists to be remembered include Major William Bernard,
Thomas Clawson, David Brinkley, David and Catherine Fulton,
and brothers-in-law Paul Jennewein and Joe Nesbitt.

The Gossip, Graves and
Grapes walking tour is
offered from 3:00 p.m. 
to 6:00 p.m., with small
groups starting out at 
15-minute intervals.
Comfortable shoes are
recommended. Please plan
to arrive 15 minutes before
your scheduled tour so 
you can enjoy some wine
and light hors d’oeuvres
before your tour begins.
Refreshments will also be
offered in mid-tour. 

Tickets will be sold for specific times and must be reserved at the
Oakdale Cemetery Office, 910-762-5682. The price is $25 per
person, or $20 for members of Friends of Oakdale. (Cash or check
only). Space is limited to 100 people. Guests should park outside
the cemetery gate at the end of Fifteenth Street.

We hope you’ll come join us for a little afternoon grave gossip! E
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Horse Drawn Wagon Rides
Sunday, November 15, 2009, 3:00 p.m.

Continued on page 3



Congratulations to Janet Seapker for her winning submission to
Waterhouse Symbolism in the contest for identifying the most
unusual Jewish gravestone throughout the United States. Janet
writes that this is “Arthur Bluethenthal’s marker.” He was the
first Wilmingtonian to die during World War I (1918). A
member of the Lafayette Flying Corps (not the Lafayette
Espadrille), Arthur was
buried in Belgium where 
he was shot down; then his
parents had him exhumed 
and brought to Wilmington
for internment in Oakdale.
On his grave marker is a
bronze plaque with the logo 
of the Lafayette Flying Corps,
a profile of an
Indian (native
American),
which, at the
intersection of
his headdress
straps, has a
Swastika on it.
Of course, that
was two decades
BEFORE the
introduction of
that as a Nazi
symbol. But
there it is, in Hebrew Cemetery, a section of Oakdale. The
airfield in Wilmington, “Arthur Bluethenthal Field,” is named
for him.”

Of note, the Swastika or fylfot cross was recognized long before
the Nazi Regime. It originally conveyed good fortune and
decorated ancient pottery, jewelry and coins. In the Aryan Tribes,
it conveyed power because the arms of the swastika resembled
the sticks that tribal members rubbed together to produce fire. E
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CARLTON WARD ALLEGOOD

Carlton has a great appreciation for the treasure that is our Oakdale
Cemetery, and has for years urged out of town visitors as well as
locals to tour Oakdale in order to gain a deeper sense of the history
of Wilmington, in such a unique and beautiful setting. Carlton
was born in Wilmington and attended local public schools. He is a
graduate of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He
was employed in the field of risk management and insurance with
the Aetna Casualty and Surety Company in California and South
Carolina, and as Executive Director of the Wilmington-New
Hanover County Insurance Advisory Committee. He is a longtime
member of the Wilmington Civitan Club. He is married to
Connie, and they are members of First Baptist Church. Carlton
welcomes the opportunity to join Friends of Oakdale Cemetery
and to work in the support of its events and purposes. E

Friends’ Board Member Profiles

JERRY C.WOODELL

I was born in Whiteville, NC but moved to Wilmington as a 
very young child. I have lived in Wilmington most of my life
leaving only for two short periods. I am a graduate of Wilmington
College and UNC Chapel Hill Law School. I have practiced law
in Wilmington for almost 36 years as a partner in the law firm 
of Marshall Williams & Gorham LLP. My wife, Gloria, and I 
have one child and two grandchildren who live in Charlotte, NC.
My grandchildren love to explore Oakdale and have done so more
than once. Gloria and I both look forward to working with
Friends of Oakdale. E

Oakdale Cemetery 
Has a Winner!

Chuck Truby, past board member, and Eric Kozen provided monthly
historical walking tours of the cemetery throughout the summer months.
These two hour tours were packed full of facts and intriguing stories while
meandering through North Carolina’s oldest rural cemetery.

The last tour of our Summer Series will be Saturday, September 26 at
10:00 AM. The admission is $8.00 (checks and cash only), free for
members of Friends of Oakdale. Participants should park outside the
cemetery gates at the end of Fifteenth Street. Should there be inclement
weather, the tour will be cancelled. If you have not experienced this
delightful, informative stroll though Oakdale, don’t miss this opportunity!

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer tour guide, please contact
Eric Kozen (910-762-5682). E

Eric Kozen,Superintendent (pictured here) entertaining one of the crowds for the summer
series of tours for Oakdale Cemetery.

2009 Summer Tours

Horse Drawn Wagon Rides
Continued from front page

They both enjoy travel and church mission work in places like
Nicaragua and Nigeria. 

So save the date: November 15th for a ride with NIP and TUCK
in Oakdale. Rides begin at 3:00 PM, last tour at 5:30 PM; cost 
for non-member adults is $10.00; children 12 years and younger,
$8.00. Members pay $8.00 for adults and $6.00 for children 
12 years and younger. E

I N S C R I P T I O N S    F R I E N D S  O F  O A K D A L E  C E M E T E R Y
=

2 E

NEW & RENEWING MEMBERS
(recorded between January 1, 2009 and July 31, 2009)

If you joined during this time and we failed to list your name, please phone the office and 
we will correct the listing in the next issue of 

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Adams
Dr. and Mrs. Heyward Bellamy
Ms. Susan Biggs
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Bonitz
Miss Valerie Burnie
Ms. Helen Chiverton
Mr. and Mrs. Lenox Cooper
Mr. and Mrs. Albert D. Cox
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Efird
Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Evans
Dr. Ellen Feld
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Fetner
Mr. Jeff Fountain
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Freeman
Mr. and Mrs. Jere D. Freeman, Jr
Mr. and Mrs. George R. French 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph T. George, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Grant
Mr. Willis F. Gupton
Mr. Daniel F. Hartley 
Ms. Miriam G. Holt
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Howard 
Mr. and Mrs. Thom Joyce

Mrs. Elizabeth King
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Lohman
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Mayo 
Lt. Col. Gene McCarley 
Cdr. and Mrs. Preston Moses 
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Murchison 
Mr. Jamie Murray and Family
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Rhodes
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Riesz, Jr
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Salter
Mr. and Mrs Russell Scuteri
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph M. Smith, II
Mr. and Mrs. B. R. Staton
Dr. and Mrs. Curt Stiles 
Mr. and Mrs. Walker Taylor, III
Mr. and Mrs. Eelco H. Tinga, Jr.
Mr Lewis A. Venters
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Wallace
Mr. and Mrs. Hardy Wessell
Mr. John C. Wessell, III
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Woodbury
Mr. and Mrs. David Zumbro

FAMILY
$40–$99

Mr. and Mrs. Carlton W. Allegood
Ms. Marilyn G. Anderson
Mr. Steve T. Antrobus
Mrs. Priscilla K. Bergamini
Mr. and Mrs. D. J. Black
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Blumenthal
Mr. and Mrs. John Brunjes
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Burney, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. John R. Canada 
Mr. George T. Clark, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Corbett, Jr
Mrs. Marjorie F. Cuzzocrea
Mrs. Mayo Darby
Mr. George J. Dillard
Mrs. Betty D. Horne
Mr. Thomas Lockhart
Ms. Mary Lou McEachern
Mrs. Wanda Moore
Dr. and Mrs. Robert M. Morris
Mr. Fred Munds
Mr. Wallace C. Murchison
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Newton, Jr.
Mr. Lewis T. Nunnelee, II
Ms. Shirley Orrell
Mr. Rye Page 

Mrs. Edith D. Paulmann 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Penton, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Haskell S. Rhett, III
Ms. Margaret Rorison
Mrs. Carita C. Rothing 
Ms. Anne B. Rowe
Dr. and Mrs. Marvin Rozear
Ms. Eugenia N. Sellers
Mr. and Mrs. David Small
Mr. Laurence G. Sprunt
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Sprunt, Jr.
Mrs. Katherine G. Stern
Mrs. Sylvia Stoudenmier
Mr. David Allen Swink
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Symmes
Mrs. Louise Thompson 
Mr. Michael Trogdon
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Truby
Mrs. Dorothy Weathersbee
Dr. R. Bertram Williams, Jr.
Mrs. Louise H. Wilson 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Wolfe 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Woodruff
Ms. Ann Wyckoff 

DONOR
$100–$249

Mrs. Virginia Adams 
Ms. Peggy Baggett
Dr. Donald Bland
Mrs. Jessie Leigh Boney
Mrs. Nancy Cantwell 
Capt. Frank S. Conlon
Mrs. Betty Bugg Crouch 
Mr. John H. Debnam
Ms. Gladys M. Dickie
Mrs. Maurine Elebash 
Ms. Leslie Emerson
Mrs. Judith Engelgau
Ms. Kathryn Evans
Mr. Richard Gwathmey, Jr.
Mr. John L. Hazelhurst 
Mr. Larry Hiatt
Mrs. Lois Johnson
Dr. Linda Carpenter Mechling
Mrs. John B. Metts 

Mr. James A. Miller, Jr.
Mrs. Loraine Oppenheimer 
Ms. Peggy Otterbourg
Mrs. Jean W. Raney
Mrs. Jane Riesz
Mrs. Fred Rippy
Ms. Patricia Shultz
Mrs. Judith M. Smith
Mrs. Betty Stike
Mr. James B. Stokley, Sr. 
Mr. Harry Stovall, Jr.
Ms. Mary Virginia Swain
Mrs. Betty L. Sylivant
Mrs. Anne Terry
Ms. Ann Tinder 
Ms. Robin Downs Watkins
Mr. and Mrs. Chester Watts
Miss Abbey Wheeler
Mr. John Winecoff

INDIVIDUAL
$30

.

Mrs. Martha Beery
Mr. and Mrs. H. M. Biddle
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Corcoran 
Ms. Darleen Merritt

Mr. and Mrs. D. C. North
Ms. Catherine A. Solomon
The Hon. and Mrs. L. Bradford Tillery

PATRON
$250–$499

To all the Friends of Oakdale, when receiving this periodic publication 
of news and events of the Friends, this is not a reminder of your

membership status. The Membership Committee sends out a specific letter 
to each member as a kindly reminder of your renewal. 

These letters are mailed to you annually when the time arrives according 
to the month you had renewed last or joined.

A  R E M I N D E R

Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Hutaff, Jr.

SPONSOR
$500–$999

Friends of Oakdale will once
again be selling Christmas
wreaths and poinsettias to be
placed on loved ones graves. We hope
to have a new source for wreaths this year
which promises to supply even lovelier ones than before. 

Watch for postcards in early November with ordering details.

Andrews Mortuary Mrs. Carl B. Brown Jr.

BENEFACTOR
$1,000–$2,499

Wreaths and
Poinsettias


